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patience, courage, and piety, softened the hearts of his
persecutors. Like his own Christian in the cage, he found
protectors even among the crowd of Vanity Fair. The
Bishop of the diocese, Dr. Barlow, is said to have inter-
ceded for him. At length the prisoner was suffered to pass
most of his time beyond the walls of the jail, on condition,
as it should seem, that he remained within the town of
Bedford.
He owed his complete liberation to one of the worst acts
of one of the worst governments that England has ever
seen. In 1671 the Cabal was in power. Charles II had
concluded the treaty by which he bound himself to set up
the Roman Catholic religion in England. The first step
which he took towards that end was to annul, by an un-
constitutional exercise of his prerogative, all the penal
statutes against the Roman Catholics; and, in order to dis-
guise his real design, he annulled at the same time the penal
statutes against Protestant Nonconformists. Bunyan was
consequently set at large. In the first warmth of his grati-
tude he published a tract in which he compared Charles to
that humane and generous Persian king who, though not
himself blessed with the light of the true religion, favoured
the chosen people, and permitted them, after years of
captivity, to rebuild their beloved temple. To candid men,
who consider how much Bunyan had suffered, and how
little he could guess the secret designs of the Court, the
unsuspicious thankfulness with which he accepted the
precious boon of freedom will not appear to require any
apology.
Before he left his prison he had begun the book which
has made his name immortal. The history of that book